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Our lives of faith continue to grow in newness of life in Jesus
Christ as we move from summer into fall. We have become a
people of adaptation and courage in the face of a changing world,
like many of our Biblical ancestors before us.

Some of us are emerging from many months of restrictions eager
to rebuild connections and routines. Others of us remain physically
apart, cautious in returning to old ways, but still present in the
spiritual life of St. Peter’s. Together, we are a faith community
united in Jesus Christ in worship and prayer, fellowship and
service.

As a family of faith, we are called to consider our stewardship of
our many resources: creation care and community care; care of
ourselves and our neighbors; and proper use of our many gifts,
financial and vocational, all to the Glory of God.

Many of you appreciated the spring booklet as a valued faith
resource. We offer this booklet in the same spirit, for you to use in
prayer and in reflection in your daily and weekly faith practices.
This time, we focus on stewardship, with prayers, Scripture, and
faith activities adaptable for all ages. We remain a family of faith,
through faith in Jesus Christ.

[Clarist] is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation; for in bim all t/?ings in
beaven and on earth were created, tlyings visible and
invisib[e, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—a[[ t/?ings bave been created t/aroug}) bim

and for bim.

Colossians 1:15-16



WEEK ONE: What is stewardship?

REFLECTION

Live as stewards of all that has been entrusted to you. Use
what you have been given for God’s glory and for the
coming of God’s kingdom on earth. Use it to bless the
lives of others, to bring hope where there is despair, to
create possibilities where all seems dead and lost.

Brother David Vryhof, SSJE

PRAYERS

Glorify the Lord, all you wor/Q' of the Lord,
praise bim and lvzg})b exalt bim for ever.

In the firmament of bis power, g[ori]s) the Lord,
praise bim and lvzg})b exalt bim for ever.

Book of Common Prayer, A Song of Creation

God of every aspect of our lives, kelp us to bear c[ear!y
what you are as/@ng of us each d@, whatever situation we
find ourselves in. You are the God who calls us to stay
where we are or to move at your bia’a’ing: to seekana’ speak
coumgeous[y, s})aring _your love, defending the vulnerable
and bringing dignigy to those who bave no voice. Help us
to sense your presence, in perseverance and kope, in those
efve)jyd@l p[aces which can be continuous!y renewed éy your

grace. Awmen.

Church of Ireland, Prayer for Vocation



WEEK ONE: What is stewardship?

SCRIPTURE

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,

the world, and those who live in it;
Psalm 24:1

For deeper reflection: Colossians 1:15-20

FAITH ACTION

T Think about what “stewardship” means to you. How
does it difter from “gratitude,” or “generosity,” two
other words we use in this season?

T Identify the people and things for which you are a
steward in your life. In other words, what do you
take care of? And why?

T Consider setting aside a “giving jar” or other means
of saving. Have everyone contribute—pennies add
up to dollars! Discuss how you will spend this money
as stewards.

T After reflecting on this topic, how do you feel called
to act? What do you feel called to learn more about?
How can St. Peter’s help you grow as a steward?



WEEK TWO: Stewardship of Creation

REFLECTION

We do not live in isolation. We are part of something
much bigger, and our quest for God must go hand in
hand with our quest to live in a right relationship with
creation; a relationship not of estrangement, but of union,
communion, and harmony. May we open our eyes to see
the beauty of the world around us, and to see in nature
traces of the mind and love of God.

Brother James Koester, SSJE
PRAYERS

O kecwenb Fat})er, who bas fi[[ed the world with beaui;y:
Open our eyes to bebold your gracious band in all your
work_s; t})at, rejoicing in_your whole creation, we ma) learn
to serve you with g[cza’ness; for the sak‘e of bim tlarouglv

whom all t/vings were made, your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Awmen.

Book of Common Prayer, Prayer for Joy in God’s Creation

Loving God, we t}mnbou for the gift of [ife in all its
diversity and beauty. Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and
risen, we praise you that you came to redeem all of creation.
Holy Spirit, we rejoice that you breatbe in the life of the
world. Grant us faitk and courage to de;gy ourselves, m/(‘e
up our cross and fo[[ow Jesus as caretakers of, and Justice-
see/@rs for, your beautifu[ and bountifu[ creation. For the
b[essing of your peop[e, the sustaining of the earth and the
g[o;y of your name. Tkrougk Christ our Lord, Amen.

Season of Creation 2020



WEEK TWO: Stewardship of Creation

SCRIPTURE

In bis band are the dept/os of the earth; the keig/vts
of the mountains are bis also. The sea is bis, for be

made it, and the dr) [and, which bis bands bave
formed.

Psalm 95 4-5
For deeper reflection: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

FAITH ACTION

T Prayerfully consider your buying habits. Do you use
what you purchase? Can you choose products that
are made and packaged with respect to the earth?
Where can you simplify?

T Try a backyard scavenger hunt to get outside and
appreciate creation: https://buildfaith.org/backyard-
scavenger-hunt-for-earth-day/

T After reflecting on this topic, how do you feel called
to act? What do you feel called to learn more about?
How can St. Peter’s help you grow as a steward of
creation?



WEEK THREE: Stewardship of Community

REFLECTION

Our identity as a community, and anything good or
gracious that has come into the world through us, lives
not in the sum total of our personal talents, our
eccentricities, our courage, or our compassion, but in our
seeking to understand what God has done for us, and in
seeking to do likewise to one another, in humility and in

hope.

Brother Keith Nelson, SSJE
PRAYERS

Lord God, give me the wisdom, gent[eness, and strengtk to
lve[[) bear the burdens of my brothers and sisters in
community. Teach me what it means to restore a fe[[ow
Christian in a way that is best for the entire fami!y of
faitlv. Above all, 1 asktkat _you give me the love necessary
to pray for and care for my fe[[ow Christian in the same
way you care for me. In your name 1 pray. Amen.

A Year with God, Prayer for F ellowship

A[nglagy and e'ver[iving God, ruler of all tkings in
beaven and earth, bear our prayers for this Parisk fami!y.
Strengtken the faitk fu[, arouse the careless, and restore
the penitent. Grant us all tlaings necessary for our common

[ife, and bring us all to be of one beart and mind within
_your ko!y Church; tbrougb Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer, Prayer for the Parish



WEEK THREE: Stewardship of Community

SCRIPTURE

For as in one boab we have many members, and not
all the members bave the same function, so we, who
are many, are one boab in Christ, and individua[b

we are members one ofcmotloer.
Romans 12:4-5
For deeper reﬂection: Ephesians 4:1-6, 15-16

FAITH ACTION

T What do you think it means to live in right
relationship? What would it look like in your home?
In St. Peter’s? In this nation? As you begin a practice
of recognizing Christ in others, think about whether
it makes you feel more united with your fellow
Christians.

T Have you ever been tempted to try to travel the path
of faith alone? If so, what caused those feelings?
Consider making a list, with other members of your
household, of all the ways church community has
helped or could help you to grow closer to God.

T After reflecting on this topic, how do you feel called
to act? What do you feel called to learn more about?
How can St. Peter’s help you grow as a steward of
our community?



WEEK FOUR: Stewardship of the Person

REFLECTION
Jesus gave us a gift when he told us to give to God the
things that are God’s. He reminded us that we belong to
God and in God we live and move and have our being. It
is there where we find our true identity as persons loved
and made by God.

Brother James Koester, SSJE
PRAYERS

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ bebind we, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,

Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath we, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in bearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

from the breastplate of St. Patrick

O God, the protector of all who trust in  you, without whom
not})ing is strong, not})ing is lvo!y: Increase and mu[tip[y
UPOn Us_your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may $o pass tkrougk tkings tempom[, that we lose not
the tlvings eternal ; tlarouglv Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer, Collect for Proper 12



WEEK FOUR: Stewardship of the Person

SCRIPTURE

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you?

1 Corinthians 3:16
For deeper reflection: Luke 10:38-41

FAITH ACTION

9 Martin Luther wrote: “This life, therefore, is not
godliness but the process of becoming godly, not
health but getting well, not being but becoming, not
rest but exercise. We are not now what we shall be,
but we are on the way. The process is not yet
finished, but it is actively going on. This is not the
goal but it is the right road. At present, everything
does not gleam and sparkle, but everything is being
cleansed.” How does this reflection speak to you

today?

T What does good health look like to you? How do
you honor your creation in God’s image by tending
to your health?

1 When we consider the health of our minds, bodies,
and souls as a way to be a good steward of the
blessings that God has given us, it can be easier to
work towards the goal of maintaining our health.
What can you do this week to be a steward of these
blessings?



WEEK FIVE: Stewardship of Finances

REFLECTION
We don’t possess our own lives. We are stewards of the
life that God has given us, and for however long God
continues to give us breath. Our life is not about hoarding
or about conserving life for its own sake but its opposite:
about giving. Our life is about our willingly giving up our
life and our life’s energies following the example we see in
Christ’s own self-emptying.

Brother Curtis Almquist, SSJE
PRAYERS

Lord, tak_e as your rz;glvt, and receive as my gift,
all my freedom, wy memory,
my understanding and my will.
Whatever | am and whatever 1 possess,

you have given it to me;

I restore it all to  you again, to be at your disposa[,
according to your will,

Give me on!y a love for you, and the gift of your grace;
then 1 am rich enoug/v, and ask for not})ing more.

St. Ignatius of Loyola

Lord God, _you deserve my best. Forgive me for the times |
have offered you on!y the dregs, whether it be bal f—
beartedly muttered prayers or only the money 1 /(‘now I can
do without. Hel p me to remember that there is no better
resting p[ace for my beart and indeed all my possessions
than with _you. Hel p me to trust and obgy you more each
day. In your name 1 pray. Amen.

A Year with God, Prayer for Sacrifice



WEEK FIVE: Stewardship of Finances

SCRIPTURE

We brouglat not/aing into the world, so that we can

take not/oing out.
1 Timothy 6:7
For deeper reflection: Luke 12:22-34

FAITH ACTION

T How do we steward all of our money? Do the places
where your household’s money is going match with
your faith values? What steps can you take so that
your spending matches your faith?

T List ways that wealth can work against living a life of
faith, both inwardly and outwardly. Choose one
problem in this area of your life, for example,
trusting in money more than God for security. Hold
it before God and quietly give it to God in prayer.

T How is your family using its money to love God and
our neighbor? How is St. Peter’s using its money to
love God and our neighbor?

T After reflecting on this topic, how do you feel called
to act? What do you feel called to learn more about?
How can St. Peter’s help you grow as a steward of
your finances?



WEEK SIX: Stewardship of Vocation

REFLECTION

Vocation is not a goal to be achieved but a gift to be
received. Every life experience becomes a vehicle for
God’s call to be realized in vocation. In learning our limits
and embracing failures, we can begin to recognize God’s
particular gifts for us, which infuse our very being and
form in us our unique vocation.

Brother Jonathan Maury, SSJE

PRAYERS

Lord, lve[p us to believe that we are all ordina(y Peop[e
made extmordinmjy tkroug}) your vision and _your power.
Take our insecurities and fee[ings of inadeqzmcy and give

us the courage to see ourselves and others as you see us,

with gifts and Potentia[ to tmnsform ' your world and build
_your Kingc{om. Awmen.

Church of Ireland, Prayer for Vocation

A[nglagy and e'ver[czsting God, éy whose Spirit the whole
boc{y of your fait}) fu[ Peop[e is governed and sanctified;
Receive our supp[ications and prayers, which we offer
before  you for all members of _your ko[y Church, that in
their vocation and ministry tkgy may tru!y and devout!y
serve you; tkrouglv our Lord and Savior Jesus Clvrist, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer, Collec[for all Christians in their vocation



WEEK SIX: Stewardship of Vocation

SCRIPTURE

I tlyerefore...beg you to lead a [z’fe wort/vj of the
cal[ing to which you bave been called, with all
/mmilz’t) and gent[eness, with pdtience, bearing with
one anotber in love, mdk_ing every effort to maintain

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:1-3
For deeper reflection: 1 Corinthians 12:1-31

FAITH ACTION

T Give thanks for your gifts of vocation and talent
from God. If you are not sure what they are, pray for
discernment! If you see gifts in others, point them
out—sometimes we need to hear the affirmation of
our vocation from others.

T Meditate on the phrase, “as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15b).
What does it mean for a family to “serve the Lord”?
How can you and your family use your vocations or
callings to serve the Lord?

T After reflecting on this topic, how do you feel called
to act? What do you feel called to learn more about?

How can St. Peter’s help you grow as a steward of
your vocation?



Sources and Credits:

Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Brother, Give Us a Word, Society of Saint John the
Evangelist. h[tps.'//www.ssje.org/word/

Prayers for Vocation, Church of Ireland.
h[[ps.'//www.ireland.anglican.org/cmsﬁles/pdf/[nformation/

vocations/resources /prayers.pdf

Season of Creation 2020: Renewing, Repairing, and

Restoring, The Episcopal Church.
hitps://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource %620Repositor
y/Seasons_of_Creation_Devotional_pages.pdf7_ga=2.850384
16.879236430.1599145240-600926880.1597956904

Stewards of God’s Love: A year-round guide to

stewardship in your congregation, ELCA.
hitps://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource %620Repositor
y/ELCA_Stewards_Of_Gods_Love_Resource_and_lnserts.pd
f?_0a=2.73281296.244857889.1597956904-
600926880.1597956904

A Year with God: Living Out the Spiritual
Disciplines, Richard J. Foster & Julia L. Roller, eds.
(Harper Collins/Renovaré), 2009.

Scripture taken from the New Revised Standard
Version Bible.

St. Peter’s Church
33 Throckmorton Street

¥ Sc Freehold, New Jersey 07728

h’]»__
i

Church stpetersfreehold.org

T



