
THE ORDINARY FOR 
THE SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST 

During Autumn 
 

 
 

“Madonna of the Harvest” by John August Swanson 
 
 

St. Peter’s Church 
An Episcopal parish sharing Christ’s love since 1702.  

 
 



 

THE FIVE MARKS OF MISSION 
 

The Mission of the Church Is the Mission of Christ 
 
• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
• To teach, baptize and nurture new believers  
• To respond to human need by loving service  
• To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every 

kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation 
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of 

the earth 

 

The Episcopal Church recognizes with gratitude that the Five Marks of Mission, developed by 
the Anglican Consultative Council between 1984 and 1990, have won wide acceptance among 
Anglicans, and have given parishes and dioceses around the world a practical and memorable 
"checklist" for mission activities. 



1 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

 
 

 

THE ENTRANCE – GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Worship begins with gathering rituals, which draw us together as a community and focus our attention.  In the 
various parts of this ritual, we gather, say a prayer to be open before God, sing a hymn of praise, and conclude with a 
Collect that sets the theme for the day. 

 

Prelude  See bulletin 

Processional Hymn  See bulletin 

Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise  Glory to God in the highest 

  (Gloria in excelsis) 

Different hymns of praise are used for different seasons of the church year and reflect the theme of that season.  The 
Gloria is the traditional hymn of praise and is inspired by the Angels’ song announcing the birth of Christ (Luke 
2:16). 

 

Said at services without a choir. See next page for music setting when sung with choir.  

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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When sung: 
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Section: Canticles 
Title: Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis 
Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day  See bulletin 

The Collect is a prayer that “collects” our thoughts and sets the theme for the day. The text of the prayer is printed in 
the day’s service leaflet. 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect 

People  Amen. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Service Note: 
This part of the service is similar to a synagogue-style service that Jesus knew in his day. Our rituals around the 
processing of the Gospel grew out of the practice of processing of the Torah Scrolls (the first five books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures). 

The readings and psalm for this part of the service are printed in the weekly bulletin. 

All are seated for the reading of the first two lessons and the psalm. 

First Reading  See bulletin 

The reading concludes as follows 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm  See bulletin 

Second Reading  See bulletin 

The reading concludes as follows 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn  See bulletin 

The Gospel  See bulletin 

The Gospel is introduced with these words  

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord (Savior) Jesus Christ according to N. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

And concluded as follows 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 

The Nicene Creed is the most widely used profession of the Christian faith in worship. It dates to the First 
Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (hence the name) in 325 AD, when nearly all Christian bishops gathered to work out 
an agreed statement of faith. It is traditionally said on Sundays and other Major Feasts.  

We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation  
   he came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
   and was made man.  
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried.  
   On the third day he rose again  
    in accordance with the Scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
    and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Prayers are offered for various needs as our response to the readings and Sermon. This form reflects our Stewardship 
theme for the fall season: Living Generously. 

The Deacon or Celebrant introduces the intercessions 

Let us pray for the church and the world. 

A member of the congregation leads the prayers. 

Almighty God, we pray for your church at all times and in all places, the blessed community 
of those you call together, to nourish, strengthen, and send to be Christ’s hands and heart in 
this world.  

People Help us to live generously, O God. 

We pray for the world you have made and placed in our care: for wise stewardship of its 
resources; for victims of war, natural disasters, violence, oppression, and degradation; for 
Christians persecuted around the world and all who suffer for their faith. Help us to be 
generous in patience, wisdom, and mercy in the pursuit of peace and respect for the dignity 
of every human being. 

People Help us to live generously, O God. 

We pray for our nation, for all in government, for _______ and all serving in the armed 
forces and in public safety. Through the generosity of our time and resources, may our 
communities be places of hope, justice, and love. 

People Help us to live generously, O God. 

We give thanks for our families and friends, especially ________ who celebrate their 
anniversaries and birthdays, may we be generous with our friendship. 

People Help us to live generously, O God. 

Mindful of ________ and all who suffer, guide us to be faithful companions in care for those 
who are ill, in pain, in prison, lonely, destitute, or in any need or trouble. 

People Help us to live generously, O God. 

In prayer for those who have departed this life to join you in the next and compassion for 
those who mourn their loved ones. 

People Help us to live generously, O God. 
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We offer our gratitude for the many gifts you have given us and the blessings in our lives. 
Inspire us with the Saints who have given themselves in fullness to you, to turn our gratitude 
into generosity. 

People Help us to live generously, O God. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

The Confession 

The Deacon or Celebrant says  

Let us confess our sins to God.  

Silence may be kept.  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 

The Peace  

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
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THE HOLY COMMUNION – RECEIVING CHRIST 

 

 

The Offertory  See bulletin 

During the Offertory an anthem and hymn may be sung as the People’s gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist and 
money and other gifts for the mission of the church are brought forward. 

The Congregation remains seated for the anthem and stands for the hymn. 

All baptized Christians of any age and from any denomination are welcome to receive communion. Any person of any 
faith is welcome to come to the Altar during Communion for a blessing.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving  

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says or sings 

The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,  
source of life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being:  
sun, moon, and stars; 
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earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;  
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us 
to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,  
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 

Celebrant and People  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Sung at 10:30 
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Title: Holy, holy, holy Lord [Sanctus] 
Music: American folk melody; arr. Marcia Pruner, harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889–1983) 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,  
that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
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He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  
He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross  
the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or  
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine 
to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us,  
Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you,  
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:  
“Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  
Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,  
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
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In the fullness of time bring us, 
with The Blessed Virgin Mary, Peter, our Patron, and all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation,  
to feast at the banquet prepared 
from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,   

to you be honor, glory, and praise,   

for ever and ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Celebrant continues  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 

The celebrant says 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;: 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
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When sung: 

 

 
 

The Invitation to Communion 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
and may add   Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
    and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 

All baptized Christians of any age and from any denomination are welcome to receive communion. Any person of 
any faith is welcome to come to the Altar during Communion for a blessing..  If you desire a blessing, please fold 
your arms across your chest to indicate you desire a blessing.  
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Communion Music  See bulletin 

Sending forth of the Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors are communion ministers licensed by the Bishop to take Communion to the sick and shut-
in of the parish.  Communion is taken directly from the altar to emphasize the congregation’s connection through the 
Sacrament with those who are absent. 

When Communion is to be taken by a LEV, the elements are presented with the following words. 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those 
to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.  

People  We who are many are one body,  
because we all share one bread, one cup.  

 

Post-communion Prayer 

All Stand. 

The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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The Blessing  

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

Or this 

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister 
Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Or this 

The Wisdom of God the Love of God and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s 
hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 

When there are baptisms 

The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious 
to you. Amen. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace. Amen. 

The Lord God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the holy and undivided Trinity, guard 
you, save you, and bring you to that heavenly City, where he lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Dismissal 

The Dismissal is the final movement of the Eucharist. Having gathered as God’s people, heard God’s word, 
responded in prayer and been fed by God’s presence, we are now sent out to be God’s people in the world.  

The term “Mass” (common in High Church Anglican and Roman Catholic usage) comes from the Latin words for 
the dismissal: Ite, missa est. “Go, you are dismissed.”  

We are reminded that our worship is not complete until we offer ourselves in service to God’s people just as we have 
offered ourselves, our souls and bodies, to God in worship. 
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The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the people with these words  

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People  Thanks be to God.   
 
Or this 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Or this 

  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Processional Hymn  See bulletin 
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Appendix:   Prayers of the People 
 

Prayers of the People Commemorating the Anniversary of 9/11 

Deacon Lord, as the world pauses today to look back and to look forward, we pause to 
pray to you, our only defender and the author of peace. 

Leader O God, in a pillar of fire you visited the Israelites and you lit up the night; so 
empower your Church to light up the darkness of our world, and drive terror 
and hate from the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader As Moses stretched out his hand to divide the waters, and brought the Israelites 
into a land of freedom; we pray for our nation, O God, that you might always 
bless us, and all, with freedom from oppression and fear. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader When you bring freedom O God, the mountains skip like rams and the little hills 
like young sheep; so spread your mercy over all the earth that all your children 
can dance without fear. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for our brothers and sisters in this community, and especially those who 
celebrate this week; those celebrating birthdays _________, and those 
celebrating anniversaries __________. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for the sick, the suffering, the fearful, and all who live in the wake of 
terror, especially __________. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant Gracious God, we pray today for all those who grieve today, for those who 
witnessed and survived the attacks, those who came to rescue, save, and protect, 
and for all the souls who were lost. We pray for the men and women who have 
been called to defend our country and the ways of freedom—those serving at 
home and abroad, especially Olivia and Keenan. We pray that your healing 
balm would run down like rain upon us all, and we pray that all who were lost 
were also found, by You, this we pray through our Savior and Prince of Peace, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Appendix:   Holy Baptism 
 

 

 

THE ENTRANCE 

Prelude  See bulletin 

Processional Hymn  See bulletin 

The Opening Acclamation 

The Celebrant greets the people with these words. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 

There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People  There is one hope in God’s call to us;  
Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
People  One God and Father of all.  

 
The Collect of the Day  See bulletin 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 
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THE LESSONS 
 

Service Note: 
This part of the service is similar to a synagogue-style service that Jesus knew in his day. Our rituals around the 
processing of the Gospel grew out of the practice of processing of the Torah Scrolls (the first five books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures). 

The lessons and palm are printed in the weekly bulletin. 

All are seated for the reading of the first two lessons and the psalm. 

First Reading  See bulletin 

The reading concludes as follows 

The word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm  See bulletin 

Second Reading  See bulletin 

The reading concludes as follows 

The word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn  See bulletin 

The Gospel  See bulletin 

The Gospel is introduced with these words  

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord (Savior) Jesus Christ according to N. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

And concluded as follows 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon 
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The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

When all have assembled at the Font, the Celebrant says  

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.  

Sponsor   I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.  

To the parents and sponsors of younger children 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 
faith and life?  

Parents and Godparents  

I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant  

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?  

Parents and Godparents  

I will, with God’s help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the parents 
and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children  

Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces  
of wickedness that rebel against God?  

Answer  I renounce them.  

Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world  
which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?  

Answer I renounce them.  

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you  
from the love of God?  

Answer I renounce them.  

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your  
Savior?  

Answer I do.  

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  
Answer I do.  

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your  
Lord?  

Answer I do.  
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After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying  

Will you who witness these vows do all in your  
power to support these persons in their life in Christ?  
People  We will.  

The Celebrant then says these or similar words  

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ  
and renew our own baptismal covenant.  

 

The Baptismal Covenant  

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?  
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 He was conceived by the power of the  
   Holy Spirit 
   and born of the Virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand  
    of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living  
    and the dead.  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting.  
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Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers ?  

People I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever  
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?  

People I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News  
of God in Christ?  

People I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  
loving your neighbor as yourself?  

People I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
and respect the dignity of every human being?  

People I will, with God’s help.  

 

Prayers for the Candidates  

The Celebrant then says to the congregation  

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.  

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  
People  Lord, hear our prayer.  
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The Celebrant says  

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death  
of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his  
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;  
who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water  

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying  

The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Celebrant  

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water  

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here 
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ 
our Savior.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
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The Baptism  

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then immerses, or 
pours water upon, the candidate, saying  

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop or Priest, at a place in full sight of the 
congregation, prays over them, saying  

Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 
these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. 
Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 
wonder in all your works. Amen.  

Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross [using 
Chrism if desired] and saying to each one  

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism  
and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.  

The Bishop or priest lights a candle from the Paschal Candle and gives it to the newly baptized with these words 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness  
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 

Priest  You have received the light of Christ;  
walk in this light all the days of your life.  

People  Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 

An acolyte carrying the Paschal Candle then leads the baptismal party to the front of the church. 

The priest blesses the people with the water from the baptismal font as a reminder of their own baptisms as all sing the 
following hymn. 
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Hymn at the sprinkling  Bee thou my vision 

 
Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860–1935), alt. 
Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874–1948) 
Copyright: Words: This hymn appears courtesy of the Estate of Eleanor Hull and Chatto & Windus Ltd. 

Music: By permission of Oxford University Press. 
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Welcoming the newly baptized 

When all have arrived at the front of the Church, the Celebrant says  

Let us welcome the newly baptized.  

Celebrant and People  

We receive you into the household of God.  
Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection,  
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.  

 

The Peace 

All then exchange the Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
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CREDITS 

Liturgy: 

Except as noted below, all liturgical texts are found in 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  

 The Prayers of the People are provided by TENS, The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, as part 
of their program, Living Generously. 

 The Great Thanksgiving is Eucharistic Prayer 2 from Enriching our Worship, additional liturgical texts 
authorized for use by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

 The Post-Communion Prayer is the second option from Enriching our Worship, additional liturgical 
texts authorized for use by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

 The words at the giving of the candle in baptism are from the Church of Ireland’s 2004 edition of 
the Book of Common Prayer,  

Music: 

All printed music is printed under license by RiteSong through subscription with the Church 
Publishing company of the Episcopal Church, CCLI license #1697526, or LicenSing license 
#608885. 
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